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It all starts with the 
FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

(FAFSA)
Federal 

Grants & Loans 
NJ State 

Grants & Loans 

Institutional 
TCNJ Aid 

Credit-Based 
Loans 

Private/Outside 
Scholarships 



Types of Federal Financial Aid 

Grants
2020-2021

Award Type Estimated Award Amounts
Pell Grant $639 - $6,345 max award
TEACH Grant $3,278 max award



Types of New Jersey State 
Financial Aid 

Award Type Estimated Award 
Amounts

Full-Time Tuition Aid Grant (TAG) $2,666 - $9,302
Educational Opportunity Fund 
(EOF) $1,400

Governor’s Urban Scholarship Up to $1,000

Grants/Scholarships
2020-2021



State of NJ Grant (s)
Student Eligibility Notice (SEN)

www.HESAA.ORG or by phone 800-792-8670 

TO DO 
NJ HESAA Student Portal

NJFAMS
www.njgrants.org

ü Check the status of your 
New Jersey grants(s) 
eligibility 

ü Answer HESAA additional 
information questions

ü Upload documents to 
HESAA via Mapping Xpress 
portal

ü Download HESAA forms 

http://www.hesaa.org/
http://www.njgrants.org/


NJ HESAA 
State Residency Status  

To be eligible for aid programs administered by HESAA, students 
must be legal residents of the State for at least 12 consecutive 
months immediately prior to receiving grant. The exact term 
specific dates used are: 

� 12 months on or prior to September 15 for fall and spring 
awards 

or 
� 12 months on or prior to February 15 for spring only awards. 

In case of a dependent student, residency is presumed to be that 
of his or her parents. Residence established solely for the purpose 
of attending a particular institution can be considered as fulfilling 
the New Jersey residency requirement.  New Jersey residency 
and college attendance cannot begin simultaneously. 



NJ HESAA
Grandfathering Policy

All three (3) conditions are required! 

A dependent student who was a resident for the prior year’s payment of a State 
grant or scholarship will retain New Jersey residency for the purpose of grant or 
scholarship eligibility if: 

Parents move out of New Jersey - The student’s parents change their domicile to 
a different state after the receipt of at least one semester of award payment; 

and

Student remains in New Jersey - The student is domiciled in New Jersey, is 
enrolled in a New Jersey institution of higher learning, and receiving a State grant 
or scholarship at the time of move; 

and 

The student continues to reside in New Jersey during the course of each 
academic year. 



Timeline: Financial Aid and Billing

� TCNJ Tuition Rates are announced in mid-July. 

� EOF Financial Aid Award Notifications (mid to late -July) 
� Since the EOF Promise Program covers full tuition and 

mandatory fees, we begin must wait until the tuition and 
fee rates are announced.

� Billing 
� Students will receive an email from the Office of Student 

Accounts to log-in to PAWS to review their bill. 
� Parents/third parties who are registered as an Authorized User will 

also receive an email and can log-in to view the bill. 

Subject to change due to COVID-19 and TCNJ plans for the 
Fall 2020 semester. 



Fall 2020 Billing Calendar 

https://studentaccounts.tcnj.edu/



Reasons why you may not receive a 
Financial Aid Award Notification: 

• NJ HESAA file is still incomplete or in state 
verification 

• TCNJ Federal Verification is incomplete 
• Not eligible for the NJ Tuition Aid Grant!

Students should check their TCNJ e-mail 
often for award notifications. 



Federal Verification
PAWS To Do List – outstanding documents 

ü TCNJ is required to 
collect documents to 
audit some files before 
federal aid is awarded 
and posted to the bill.  

ü Items need for federal 
verification are posted in 
the student’s TCNJ PAWS 
To Do List.

ü Emails are sent weekly to 
student’s TCNJ email 
account regarding the 
outstanding items.

ü When Items are logged 
in as completed, they will 
disappear from the To Do 
List.  



NJ HESAA Verification 
www.HESAA.ORG

� Students must be approved for TAG by NJ HESAA in order to 
participate in the EOF Program and receive the TCNJ EOF 
Promise Grant. 

� NJ HESAA may select students for state verification to audit 
their file.  Submit documents to HESAA timely!  Do not miss 
HESAA deadlines! 

� HESAA will cancel your TAG if you do not respond to their 
requests for additional information. 

*Your TCNJ Financial Aid Award will not be finalized until TAG 
is confirmed by HESAA. 

IMPORTANT!

http://www.hesaa.org/


NJ HESAA will send emails to the students regarding outstanding 
documents and award notice. Monitor the email that is listed on 
your FAFSA! 

Student Portal NJFAMS
www.njgrants.org

*Your TCNJ Financial Aid Award is not finalized until you
have been  awarded NJ Tuition Aid Grant (TAG)

http://www.njgrants.org/


Note:  Questions? Contact the Scholarship Coordinator, Joan Pageau at pageauj@tcnj.edu





TCNJ Cost of Attendance 
The Cost of Attendance is comprised of:
ü Tuition and Fees 
ü Room and Board (i.e. meal) 
ü Books 
ü Transportation
ü Miscellaneous/Personal expenses 

Direct v. Indirect Costs 
ü Direct Costs are billable costs (i.e. tuition, fees, room, board)
ü Indirect Costs are not billed by the college (books, transportation, 

miscellaneous/personal expenses). These are student specific.  

EOF Program Year 1 and Year 2 Financial Aid covers
ü Direct costs 
ü The only indirect cost covered is books (required/mandatory by 

the professors).  



2020-2021 Aid Programs: EOF Year 1 & 2
§ Federal Aid (FAFSA)

§ Federal Pell Grant
§ State Aid  (HESAA) 

Higher Education Student Assistant Authority
§ NJ Tuition Aid Grant 
§ NJ Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) Grant

§ Private Scholarships 
§ Private Scholarships (Varies if applicable)

§ The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) 
§ TCNJ Promise Grant 

Covers direct costs (tuition, fees, room and board) and books. 
§ Freshman Year – Room and Board: Carte Blanche B plan
§ Sophomore Year – Room and Board: Carte Blanche C plan

*Items not covered:  
(i.e. health insurance, late fines, late registration fines, parking 
tickets, etc.).  



Importance of the
NJ Tuition Aid Grant (TAG)for 

EOF Promise Program Students 
IF NJ TAG is approved 

you will receive the following:

ü NJ Tuition Aid Grant

ü NJ EOF Grant 

ü TCNJ Promise Grant (1st & 2nd
Year)  

*The TCNJ Promise Grant pays the 
balance so you do not have to take 
out loans or pay out of pocket! 

IF NJ TAG IS NOT APPROVED
your options to pay the balance:

ü Federal Direct Stafford Loan 
*Awarded via the FAFSA
* First Year Max Award - $5,500
* Sophomore Year Max Award -$6,500

ü Installment Payment Plan

ü Alternative Private Loans 
(student or parent) 

ü Out of pocket (cash, credit, etc.)



Book Award 1st and 2nd year
ü Book Award Amounts are determined by the TCNJ 

Bookstore and the books required or recommended
ü by the professors. 
ü Books must be rented via the TCNJ bookstore. 
ü You will be notified by EOF when you may rent your books. 
ü Only the books that are listed as  ‘required’ and 

‘recommended’ by the faculty member will be 
covered by the EOF Promise Program. 

ü Keep your course syllabus! 
ü Do not try to pre-buy books for your 3rd year or buy books 

for other students!  You will be required to pay for these 
books! 

ü Follow the book rental guidelines for returning books; 
otherwise, it is your responsibility to pay for the books. You 
may want to wait until you are sure you are keeping the 
class or if the professor isn’t using the book, etc. before you 
‘break the seal’ or ‘access code’ for online books.  



1st & 2nd Year EOF Promise Reminders 
§ Room and Board Plan 

� First-year: EOF Promise pays for Carte Blanche B
� Second-year: EOF Promise pays for Carte Blanche C 
*Students are responsible for paying the difference if they do not 
select the correct Meal Plan as indicated above. 

� Health Insurance Fee – will not be covered! 
� All full-time students are billed for Student Health Insurance.  
� If you have health insurance the Health Insurance Waiver option is 

available and you have until September 2020 to decline it.  The 
Health Insurance waiver deadline date is included in the July biling
email.  

� Waive the health insurance coverage at:  www.firststudent.com

� Minimum Units and GPA to receive EOF Promise as a Sophomore 
� Must have completed at least 6 units 
� Must have a minimum cumulative Grade Point Average 1.750

**Your goal should be MUCH higher than a 1.750!

http://www.firststudent.com/


Viewing Awards in PAWS
Instructions to view awards will be sent via e-mail to your TCNJ e-mail.

‘SAMPLE’ Award for a First-Year EOF Student. 

Note: The Promise Book Awards for the Fall and Spring are posted after an audit 
has been completed with the Book Store and the required book listed by each 
professor. 



LOOKING AHEAD…FALL



Aid Programs: EOF Year 3 & 4



Aid Programs: EOF Year 3 & 4

§ Federal Aid (FAFSA) – File October 1, 2021
§ Pell Grant
§ Federal Direct Stafford Student Loan ($6500 junior year &  $7500 per year) 
§ Parent PLUS Loan (varies) – optional

§ State Aid  (HESAA) 
Higher Education Student Assistant Authority
§ Tuition Aid Grant 
§ Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF)

§ TCNJ GRANT 
§ TCNJ EOF Incentive Award – ranges from $500 to $5,000 based on GPA and 

cumulative credits.  
§ Private Scholarships 

§ Private Scholarships (Varies)
§ TCNJ FA Private Scholarship Online Reporting (PAWS)

§ Alternative Loans  (i.e. credit based loans) 
*Parent or students (with a co-signer) can borrow alternative loans

§ Bank Loans/Third Party (Wells Fargo, Discover, Sallie Mae, etc.)

*Items in red are new additional aid awards for Year 3 and 4



TCNJ EOF Incentive Scholarship 

Level Amount Units CGPA
Level 1 $500.00 12 2.250
Level 2 $1,000.00 13.75 2.500
Level 3 $3,000.00 15 2.750
Level 4 $5,000.00 16 3.000

Junior Year

Level Amount Units CGPA
Level 1 $500.00 18 2.250
Level 2 $1,000.00 20 2.500
Level 3 $3,000.00 22 2.750
Level 4 $5,000.00 24 3.000

Senior Year

Questions regarding the EOF Incentive Scholarship can be directed to
Joan Pageau at pageau@tcnj.edu or 609-771-3142

http://tcnj.edu


Federal Direct Stafford Loan
(student loan) 

The Federal Direct Stafford Loan (FDSL) award amounts depend 
on number of total units earned which correlates to the student 
status as a sophomore, junior or senior. 

Dependent Student 

*Independent students receive $6,000 Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loans*

Interest Rates and Fees 
Federal Direct Stafford Loans interest rates and original fees are 
announced annually on July 1st. 



No book award stipend 3rd & 4th year

The EOF 
Promise Book 

Award
ends your 

Sophomore 
year! 





Parents must have Authorized User Access by first day of school if you need 
to contact our office to discuss in-depth Financial Aid questions. 



Dionne L. Hallback or Tom Foga
Associate Directors  



QUESTIONS 


